Singing around the campfire

Rockville Centre native finishes album

By REBECCA MELNITSKY
rn adn tskyi herald. com

115 time to gather round the camplire and
sing some somgs for a good cause.

Rockville Centre native Rab DelGaudio
has completed his album of summer camp
songs. The proceeds from all sales will help
bring underprivileged and disabled kids to
Summer camp — an opportunity they may
not have otherwise,

DelGaudio, a musician and music teacher
at Wampus Elementary School in Armank,
MUY, said he had great childhood memories
of spending summers at Luzerne Music Cen-
ter in the Adirondacks. “A couple years ago [
started writing a song and sounded like it
could be o campfire song,” he said. “T thonght
that was neat... Next thing I knew, T had 10
somgs to be an albwm.”

The songs are about s'mores, halmted
woods and [riendship, with what DelGandio
called “a musical theatre twist,” sing-a-long
banjos, and Beach Bovs harmenies. *'1 want-
ed it to have a very natural sound,” he said.
“S0 when you listen to it, it sounds like il
cauld have been recorded at a camplire... It
has a very earthy organic feel.”

Proceeds from the albwm will go to Sum-
mer Camp Opportunities Promote Education
(SCOPEyand the National Inclusion Project.
SCOPE provides summer camp scholarships
for children from low-income communilies,

and the National Inclusion Project helps
bring children with disahilities to summer
camp

“[Camp] is not something evervone gets
to do like school,” DelGandio said. “Only if
the family could afford it and il things are
available in the commnmity... Rather than
me pulling cut this album for my own sake, 1
wanted to link up with charities and see if
the proceeds could benefit, ™

DelGandio raised $10,470 on the fundrais-
ing wehsite Indiegogo to record the album —
although he still had to pay out of his own
pocket to finish the praject. The songs were
recottled at Dubway Studios in New York
City over g year, with the help of many other
musicians, incloding American Idol semi-
finalist Natalie Weiss, The Westchester
Youth Choir also came to the studio to pro-
vide backup vocals.

“There will be a coneert,” sid DelGaudio,
*I haven't scheduled it yet. Thare will be a
concert, most likely in June.” He added that
as a fulltime music teacher, he would not
have the time for a1 concert until school ends,
He said he had to fit recording the album into
nights and weekends, When he's not teach-
ing or playing music, he likes to spend time
with his family and hike.

There will also be a summer camp tour
with the first scheduled stop at Camp Hawk-
eve in New Hampshire, “We actually went
there last summer and played the songs,”

Courlesy Rob DelGaudio
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underprivileged children to camp.

DelGaudio said. “They were very disappoint-
et that we didn't have actual CDs, but we will
have that this time."

“Campfire Songs" will be available for
download on March 1 on iTunes and Ama-
2an. Physical copies can be bought at camp-

firesongs.ore.

“Ii’s lind of like the first of two phases,”
DelGaudio said aof finishing the recording
“Mow it's really time to put the album out
there and hopefully it will do some good in
the world.”
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